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history that 1 have seen, nor in any of the fugitive pamphlets of ancient days ; but the notice concerning it which I discovered not Ions; after my former edition of these plays was published, furnishes us with decisive evidence on this subject; for the piece in question was acted before Queen Elizabeth in the year 1576-7, when our poet was in his thirteenth year. In the Historical Account of the English Stage may be found a list of the various performances exhibited before her Majesty during the Christmas festivities of the year above mentioned, among which is the following piece :
" The Historic of Error, shewn at Hampton Court on New yeres daie at night [1576-7] enacted by the children of Pawles."
As the dramas acted by the singing boys of St. Paul's Cathedral were generally founded on classical stories, it may be presumed that this ancient piece was in a good measure founded on the comedy of Plautus; and doubtless thus the fable was transmitted to Shakspeare. MALONE.